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Whittington Village Hall 

Minutes of Meeting of Management Trustees 

Held 7.30pm Monday 11th November 2019 

1. Present:  Mr G Hyde (Chairman) Mr J Palmer (Vice Chairman), Mrs L Lacey (Treasurer) 

Mrs C Jones (Booking Secretary) Mr D Pattison, Mr S Newman Mr D Price, Mrs P Stewardson, 

Mr M Stewardson, Mrs J Perry, Mrs B Taylor, Mrs M Worsfold (Secretary). 

2. Apologies:   Mr J Hall, Mrs S Evans. 

3. Minutes of Previous meeting held on 14th October 2019. The minutes were proposed as a true 

record by Mr J Palmer seconded by Mr S Newman and signed by Mr G Hyde (Chairman) 

4. Matters Arising: 

Christmas Tree Lights – A new set of coloured lights for the tree has been purchased. These have been 

funded by the Parish Council.  

Car Parking  Langton Crescent – A reply had been sent and the situation will continue to be monitored  

5. Secretary’s Report. 

Nothing to report. 

6. Minor Maintenance: 

Chair Repairs – This will be done on Friday 15th November between 10.30 am and 1.00pm 

It was also noted that the tables needed cleaning. If possible, we could do them on Friday, if not we 

would do them next year. 

7. Treasurer’s Report: 

Lynne issued copies of the September accounts and made comments as follows. Water rates are 

considerably less than budget, repairs and renewals are lower than budget, so is contract cleaning. 

The £2,000 for professional fees has not be used.   £5000 has been transferred to NS&I, the revised 

rent for the Doctors had been charged in September, two months at the old rate and one month at 

the new rate. The reports were proposed as a true record by Mr D Price and seconded by Mr S 

Newman and signed by Mr Hyde. 

8 Booking Secretary’s Report 

This is included with the minutes.  

It was noted that there were 3 Children’s parties in December and committee members were asked to 

volunteer to check the hall.  1st December after 5.00pm. -  Mal and Garry agreed to do this 

8th December after 6.00 pm – Beryl and Derek agreed to do this.  

15th December after 4.00pm  - Pauline and Michael agreed do this. 

The committee agreed that were appropriate we should implement our policy of making an 

administration charge for late cancellations, following a warning issued either verbally or via e-mail.  

9  Doctor’s Liaison – Burst Pipe Doctor’s Surgery 

John said that he had been informed that a water pipe was leaking in the surgery. He had contacted 

the plumber who had completed the work. He had asked for the bill to be sent to him, and it was 

agreed that it was the halls responsibility. The doctor’s has agreed that they did not require any re-

decoration to be done.  

Garry reported that the Flu Clinic held on the 16th October had been very successful and that it was 

estimates that 400 plus patients had been seen. 

 

 

 



22 
 

10 Health and Safety 

Steve raised the issue of Carbon Monoxide Detectors, should there be one in the kitchen?   After 
discussion it was agreed that we would put a CO2 Detector in the Kitchen.  
- John Palmer to arrange purchase  

11.Correspondence.  
Nothing to report 

12 Essential Maintenance 
The BR list Sept –  had been circulated. 
Chris  raised the question of PAT testing which had not been done any this year. It is not now required 
to be done annually. It was agreed that this will be done every other year starting 2020 
John said that he had replaced a tube light in the kitchen, and expressed his concerns about the 
fittings  
Garry asked Mr Palmer to get prices for replacing the tubes and fittings. Action John Palmer  

13 Finance Sub Committee –  
 Garry said that we need to arrange a meeting date in November. -Lynne to action 
 2020 Projects – quotes 
 New Sink and Work Surfaces – John said that the sink was not in stock as yet, as soon as it was 
available    
      He would contact the plumber and arrange for the work to be carried out.  

New Front Door – Garry said one quote had been received for £3400 + VAT and John said he had 
received a further quote for £2840 including VAT.- These would be considered in 2020 budget 
Tarmac Car Park – Garry had a quote of £3240.- This work would be undertaken after the hedge and 
groundwork had been completed  
Ground Work/Hedge Cutting – Garry circulated a copy of the quote from Tonks Brothers which 
outlined the work they would carry out and at what intervals. The quote from Hortons only gave a 
price with no details of what work they would do.  
Tonks Brothers quote included removing the dead tree.  It was agreed to accept the quote from Tonks 
Brothers. Garry would contact them before Christmas to arrange a timetable for getting the work 
completed   There is £1000 in the budget to get the work done.  
He asked Lynne to contact Hortons and advise them that we are not going ahead with their quote.  
Lynne to action  
New Curtains and rails –   A figure will be included in the budget. 
Replacement Chairs – Garry suggested we purchase 12 chairs as a trial and if satisfactory included the 
cost of 50 chairs on a rolling programme. He had been looking for plastic chairs with a seat pad but 
had not been able to find a supplier. David said that he had not been able to contact the Prince of 
Wales Theatre to ask about their chairs but would now follow this up. Garry estimates a cost of £40 
per chair. 
14.User Group Reports 
Whittington Players – Steve said that they would be performing their Murder Mystery on Friday and 
Saturday 22nd 23rd November.  
Wednesday Club -Mal said this week the speaker would be Ken Knowles the Town Crier, on Friday 22nd 
November the club were going to the Down Inn Bridgenorth for the Christmas Lunch, and on 
December 11th Dandy would be performing at the Christmas Party, and if any of the committee 
wanted to attend they were more than welcome. 
WI – Jackie said she had been asked by her committee to say thank you for the use of the hall, they 
had made £390 on the night. They had also done the meal for the Neighbourhood Scheme. She also 
been asked to advise that one of the ovens in the kitchen was not working properly, she would advise 
John which one and he would check it.- John Palmer to check out  
Flower Club – Beryl said that they had had a problem with the microphone, John said he had been 
asked to look into this and found that the controls had been altered, it was agreed that this box would 
be locked and he would keep the key to ensure this did not happen again. John and David agreed to 
come and check the lighting and sound for them before their next demonstration.  
– Action John Palmer and David Pattison  
Computer Club – nothing to report 

15 Buddy Users Groups Reports 
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Garry said that he had contact with the various groups and no problems had been reported. 
 
 
 

16 Publicity Group/Promotion Committee 
Coffee Morning – 19th October – Mal said that the morning had been successful, and thanked 
everyone one for their help. Also, without asking people had made donations for the tea and cakes, 
approximately £40 had been raised. It suggested that this was put to a nominated Charity.  The 
Committee agreed that the money should be included with the donations from Carols Round the Tree. 
Leaflet Village – Garry said he planned to get this done for the new year and would ask the Parish 
Council to include this in the Connect magazine which comes out in the spring.  
Open Evening – Garry said that we would arrange this once the leaflet was done. 

17 Hall Security 
Key Pad – options to change key hooks. – David said he tried various ways but he felt the only answer 
was changing the boxes for bigger ones. It was agreed to monitor this – Remove from agenda . 

18 Carols Round the Tree- arrangements 
Garry said that he had spoken to Megan, and Lynne had spoken to Fran. The committee agreed that 
the nominated charity would be Birmingham Children’s Hospital.  John agreed to purchase the fruit & 
mince pies and fruit punch for 120 people. Details would be posted on Facebook, Village Voice, Steve 
agreed to post details on the web site. Lynne would ask for details to be included in the Parish News. 
John said notices and posters would be put up throughout the village. It was agreed that the 
committee would meet at the hall at 5.30pm to prepare the hall.  

19 Hall Insurance Renewal 
Chris reported that our hall insurance renewal was due at a cost of £1385.12. She said that a 
document had been enclosed with the Insurance Renewal stating that artificial Christmas Trees should 
have Flame Retardant labels, and the lights should be tested.  As it was unlikely our trees and 
decorations met this standard it was agreed to ask The Parish Council for some grant funding. Chris to 
complete grant application 

20 Decoration of the Hall – Finalise Date 
Monday 2nd December between 11.00 am and 1.30 pm to decorate the hall. 

21 Any Other Business 
Mal said that when using the sink in the MFL on Saturday night the water was not staying hot for any 
length of time.  John said that he would look into this. 
John said that he and David had this morning changed a cistern in the Gents which had been broken. 

22 Date of Next Meeting. 
It was agreed to hold a short meeting following the Carols Round the Tree on 16th December 2019 
At approximately 8.00 pm.         
    
 


